[Causes of death of patients with breast cancer (according to the materials of the Oncological Research Center of the USSR AMS for the period 1953-1975)].
The article presents results of investigations of 207 case records and protocols of autopsies of deceased patients who suffered from breast cancer, covering the period from 1953 to 1972 (materials of the USSR AMS Oncological Research Centre). It was established that in 154 patients (74.4%) the cause of death was the progress of the main disease, the most common and "typica" causes of death being pulmonary-cardiac, renal insufficiency (as a result of metastatic lesions of the above mentioned organs) and complications associated with metastases of breast cancer in to the brain and its meninx. In 39 patients (18.8%) the cause of death was directly associated with therapy complications, 14 patients died of diseases not connected with carcinoma of the mammary gland. The structure of causes in the group of deceased patients who when alive suffered from cancer of the mammary gland and who survived 10 and more years from the moment of establishing the diagnosis and carrying out primary treatment (11 observations) was found to be the same as that for the whole group of observations.